
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Review 

Pastor Marcia is offering a book review the 4th Wednesday of 
each month beginning,  September 28ǘƘ.   

So that everyone has the opportunity to participate,  

Pastor is offering the  study at 1:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.  

If you want to know the difference  

between Faith and Religion,  

you won’t want to miss this. 

 Charles Kimball, in his book 'When  Religion Becomes Evil' writes, "Many 
religious people see religion as the problem. By religion, they inevitably mean 
other people's false religion. A substantial number of Christians, for example, 
embrace some form of exclusivism that says, 'my understanding and experience 
of Jesus is the only way to God. Any other form of human religious 
understanding or behavior is nothing more than a vain attempt by sinful people 
on the fast track to hell.'   
 Unfortunately, Christianity is not alone in this religious conceit. Most of 
them declare 'jihad', or holy war. Hindus murder Muslims in order to cleanse the 
temple site. Palestinian suicide bombers kill Zionist settlers. Israeli bulldozers 
demolish Arab homes.  All these acts of religious violence are defined as 
faithful to a God who, though called by different names, loves the elect and 
hates the rest. Duel destiny divides the world into 'us' and 'them'. 
 This traditional answer to the question of human destiny has failed us. Satan 
and hell aren't the problem. It is this violent and intolerant image oh God that 
causes the world such grief. Those created in the image of this God can easily 
justify nearly any act -- A thousand years of Crusades, hundreds of years slave 
trade, the marching of Jews into furnaces, and the crashing of airplanes into 
buildings. The chosen are free to do great evil to those they consider damned. 
 As long as religions are competing for the keys to the kingdom of God, 
religion will cause as much harm as healing, division as unity, war as peace. As 
long any religion insists those of other faiths are damned, then love, peace, 
intolerance are illusions. Killing your enemies, not loving them, becomes the 
divine mandate. Religion will remain the problem until we are willing to tear 
down our bloody altars.  
 The answer, according to Kimball, is for religious people to see each other 
as companions on the journey rather than competitors in the race with the single 
prize.  We need to recognize each other as children of a gracious God who, 
though our language and experiences may differ, share a yearning to be united 
with the One who created us.  We need to develop the humility necessary to 
listen to and learn from each other, for religion at its best is not competitive, but 
cooperative, calling forth the gifts of God in every person, for our good and the 
good of the world. 
 Is a time for change...I've come to believe the present world order, one 
formed around a cutthroat division between the saved in the damned, is anti-
Christ.  It is in opposition to the way of Jesus  and hostile to the grace of God.  I 
want to change that world by envisioning the world shaped by God's redemptive 
love for all. 
 In the following pages, I will share a new vision for our personal, religious, 
and corporate lives. I'll examine how my belief in God's universal love has 
transformed my image of myself, softened my treatment of others, altered my 
lifestyle, changed my understanding of the role of religion in general and the 
mission of the church specifically, and reshape my worldview. I'll invite you to 
consider how our world would be different if we focused not on heaven or hell, 
but on creating a new earth." 
 

“If God Is Love” (pages 12-15) 


